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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Arikita 
(5358226). 

Arikita discloses a brush mounting structure of a cutting table (6) in an 
automatic cutting machine comprising a cut-support surface for a sheet material 
formed by a 

number of brush hairs arranged on a brush mount (5) for the cut-support 
surface, a suction mechanism (col.3, line 27), disposed under the brush mount, 
for 

suctioning the sheet material put on the cut-support surface, and a cutting 
device (col.3, line 4) disposed over the cut-support surface and adapted to be 
movable to 

any selected position so that the sheet material on the cut-support surface 
can be cut to a desired shape by movement of the cutter device, the 
cut-support surface for the sheet material being adapted to be movable as a 
conveyor (3) to carry out the sheet material after cut, wherein the cut-support 
surface brush has a number of hard hairs at a front side of a base thereof having 
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air suction holes and has a plurality of 

rows of projections at a back side of the same, the projections of the brush 
being detachably engageable with and movable with respect to the brush 
mount, wherein an engaging projection having an engaging surface which is " 
adapted to be hooked more firmly than an engaging surface of a back-row 
projection and serves as a holding surface is formed in a front low of the 
brush, to prevent undesired release of the engagement between the brush 
and the brush mount against a load applied from a particular direction 
orthogonal to a direction in which the brush is movable over the brush 
mount, and wherein a engaging rib(18) having an engaging surface confronting 
the engaging surface of the projection of the brush, and a holding rib (13) having 
a holding surface which confronts the engaging surface of the engaging, 
projection of the brush and is adapted to be hooked more firmly than the 
engaging Surface of the engaging rib are formed in the brush mount. 

2. The brush mounting structure of the cutting table according to Claim 1, 
wherein an auxiliary rib (13&12) via which a back side of the engaging projection 
formed in the cut-support-surface brush is guided is formed in the brush 
mount at a location behind the holding rib, so that a load applied from the 

front side of the brush is born on the auxiliary rib. 

3. The brush mounting structure of the cutting table according to Claim 1 , 
wherein an auxiliary projection is formed in the cut-support-surface brush 
at a location behind the engaging projection, so that a load applied from the 
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front side of the brush is born on the auxiliary projection,, while also an 
auxiliary rib via which a back side of the auxiliary projection is guided is 
formed in the brush mount. 

4. The brush travels along an endless chain (3) with ribs that hook with the 
brush's front and rear ends (fig. 2). 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 10/21/08 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

2. Applicant has amended the claims. 

a. The examiner notes the attempt to amend the claims; however, the claims 
are not really any different the bush mount cutting surface is just more clearly 
defined without any difference in structure. Therefore, the rejection are reapplied 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEE D. WILSON whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4499. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MONICA CARTER can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ldw 

/LEE D WILSON/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3727 

January 3, 2009 



